


fish and washed dishes, as well as singing on stage. In
1983, while perfonning at the club, Travis had record-
ed his first album independently and called it Randy
Ray -Live at the Nashville Palace. The album, now a
collector's item, was mostly sold at the club between
shows.

Jansky, who was already in country music, had
come to town to record a single, with Pam Tillis as his
background vocalist. Mter the session, the band invit-
ed him to accompany them to the Nashville Palace,
where they played at night. Once there, Jansky was
brought up on stage to sing several songs.

"Randy and I were just two guys looking for a
recording contract," Jansky remembers.

Nearly twenty years later, in April 2004, as the two
artists stood together on the stage after the sound
check, Jansky also reminded Travis of their second
meeting in the lA Airport in 2000. Jansky had been
returning to San Antonio after singing at the Los
Angeles County Jail when he spotted Travis in the air-
port.

"I had heard him share his testimony on Dale
Evans' 1V show, and knew that he had a relationship
with the Lord," Jansky says. "I reached into my bag to
give him an Amarillo By Morning CD, and found that I
was out. But Randy knelt down in the airport and
wrote his address, so I could send it to him," Jansky
recalls. "I doubt that he remembered me but he was

real friendly. I could tell that success hadn't changed him."
At their reunion, the artists found that they had much in

common. They had both struggled for years, recording main-
stream country music. After varying degrees of success and
notoriety, they had conversion experiences. God had touched
their hearts and given them a new purpose.

Travis, who began reading his Bible and attending church
after a spiritual awakening in the mid-1980s, was the first coun-
try artist to break the multi-platinum sales barrier. He has sold
more than 21 million albums and won five Grammys, five
Doves, two Christian Country Music Awards, five CMA awards,
and eight from the Academy of Country Musi~

In 2000, his musical career took a new fum when he
released his first album of country-gospel songs, Illipirational
Journey. In 2002, "Three Wooden Crosses," from his second
inspirational album, Rise and Shine, gave Travis his first
Number One hit in four years.

"It surprised me," Travis says. "I thought a lot of radio pro-
grammers might try to avoid it because it came from a gospel
label, but the reception was incredible."

Although Travis still considers himself a country singer, he
admits that his most recent albums have given him something
of a parallel career. The experience has his band playing in
churches for the first time.

, hile Clifton jansky was parking his

Suburban at the Municipal Auditorium
in Lubbock, Texas, he could hear the
unmistakable baritone voice of Randy
Travis singing "Shall We Gather At the
River." Inside, in the center of the stage,

Travis gripped the microphone gendy. He was smiling, having
a good time, dressed in casual attire. Around his band were
technicians asking questions and requesting more sound
checks.

As stage lights flickered,jansky waited his turn. The excite-
ment was building. He was opening for an artist he had
admired for years. In the 1980s, whenjansky had his country
band in San Antonio, he had sung Randy's early hits. When
jansky was dating his wife Barbara, "Forever and Ever Amen"
became their song. He smiled, setded in a front seat, a myriad
of Travis memories flooding his mind.

When Travis finished, aifton stuck out his hand and intro-
duced himself. "I'm opening for you tonight," he said. 'We've
met before. In fact, we shared a stage once before you got
famous."

jansky was talking about their meeting in Nashville in
1985, shordy after Travis' manager (later wife) lib Hatcher
began managing The Nashville Palace. Travis had cooked cat-




