POWER SOURCE,

AUBUST 2004 E:IJHHEETIIIE 'filll TI] A W[IHLI! IlF MUSIC s

/
& Curron Jansky wm&ﬂm
'~ 1 Ranpy TRAWIS

To Host 2004
JOHN 12:37

Doing HGOdSWaY  ° Music Awars

I
I”"| 1, “ 6 MAJOR CHARTS | ALBUM REVIEWS | HMG PROMOTIONS | MUSIC NEWS




chrson | —

Clifton Jansky & Randy Travis
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"I's just a new world for me,” Travis
savs, We'lve recenved commentis from so
many places about people coming (o
churches and listening o us play because
thev're country listeners, We hear stories
about them geuing saved, getting bap-
fred, joimmge churches and changng
their lives."

Fravis, whose Birest minsicl offering is
Worshipy & Fath, was especially excited
when aowoman old him that her son g
his life o Jesus Christ alter secing him
perform at her church

"T'll never be a preacher” Travis says,
bt iF T ean go in and play these songs
and make people consider where they are
mr their lives..man, 1 fecl I'm certamly
doing what 1 should be doing as a
Chrsnan.”

[ansky remembers a tme when the
desive for seudom had left him empiy
inside. He had had vwelve regional hits
ancl opened concerts or popula record-
ing ardsts. Most importanty, e had
something that most performers only
dream about singing country music and
making a living doing itat South Texas
nightclubs, Sall, the sough-after record
g contract eluded him. Then, one nighi
in 1983, his uninsured band tratler with
all his cqupment was stolen: A few
months later he went through a divorce,
unaware of Cod’s plan for mardage or his
liter

At his lowest point, he went w a Bible
stucdy where he studied the Word of God
for the brst tme, The things he read in
the Bible aboul sin, repentance, and
God's  redeeming  prace  suddenly
touched his heare He got down on his
knees and ssked Jesus o come into his
life

I 1989, abter 4 229¢ar Gareer in coun-
try music, Jansky ook off his cowhboy lat,
gave up the dancehalls and devoted his

life 1o saving sounls for Jesus Christ. Soon
he had written more than 120 gospel
tunes, With a new mindset (no longer

seeing himsell as an entertainer, but as an

evangelist), he began singing and telling
his story at churches and revivals.

A few years ago, Clifton, now 46, pui
his cowbov hat back on and began
recording  Christian  Country  music
Christian/Gospel radio siations  have
embraced his sones and seven releases
have wopped the chirts, including his lat-
est hit "Ceoed’s Way,” from his Gt OFF The
Fenee CID,

With the help of sponsoring churches
Jansky begman hosting free barbecuaes with
his concerts, i the wwns where he once
performed — bur this ime m their parks,
civic centers, and stadiums, “"Thanks to

PowerSourceMagazine.com

Clifton Jan
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the Lord, 1 have been able w preach
aned sing without setting a fee,” he
RV

Ihe secret. according w Jansky, is
“tuming things over to God and
doing things God's way,

"God rings my phone,” Jansky says
adamantly, "T've alwins ot dates, |
don't hive a booking agent. God
takes me where He wanits e (o sing.”

During his 15 vears in the musi
ministry, fansky has Qown all over the
U5, 1o perform at concerts and
churches, Fle s also acove in Bill
Cilass Prison Ministry. He has uaveled
overseas with mternational evangelist
Samniy lippin T England
Yugoslavia, Stbern, Romania and
Scotland. Last vear he opencd a con-
cert for Ricky Skagus

"Iy traveled more miles in the
Laast few veans thian 1 elied inall my vears
i country music, Tansky savs "When
I leamed w pom God frst, every
thing fell mto place.” In act, when

the singer stopped pursumg fa
and fortune, he won wo Christan
Ciountry Music Association  awards
(2001, 202 and found himsell
singing at the Ryman Auditonum,
something that he had desived ever
sinee s early vears ino nEunstream
country, "Country music chidn’t pu

- ;
me on the stage of the Ryman, bu

Jesus dicd,” Jansky savs

"The dreams 1 had, God has
replaced with His dreams, fansky
savs. "l was only alter 1 started doing
things Cod's way that God gave me
fulfiliment and the desires of my
heart.”

He senses that T feels the
same way,  Inoany oase, Jansky sees
Croael's plan st work in their lives, "The
two of us keep crossing paths,” Jansky
Sivs, and T don't think s coind-
dence, We both did it on our own fon
w lat of years, Now we're doing it for
the Lord and i0s ol just music any-
more; iILs music sy

[ravis ponders the thought "T'd
never heard the term ‘miasic ministry
before, but it has numed out o be
just that,” Travis says with & smile

Currently plans are being mace
tor Jansky 1o open future Trnis con-
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[0 learn more about Clifton
& Rancly, click on to their web-
sites at www.cliftonjansky.com
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